GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at West Grimstead Village Hall on Tuesday 22nd November 2011 at 7.30 pm.  

Present:  Mr G Bayford, Chairman, presiding, Mrs R Clark,  Mrs L Paramor, Mrs H Birchenough, Mr C Wilkinson, Mrs S White plus two members of the public.  
Apologies were received from Mr R Amor and Wiltshire Councillor R Britton

Declaration of Interest  There were none  

Public Speaking    Once again the subject of road repairs arose.  The marking of the potholes along the East Grimstead/West Grimstead road was carried out by a cycling club holding a rally.  Apparently Grimstead is twelfth out of fifty to be resurfaced but work will not be carried out within this financial year.  Complaints have also been received of speeding through East Grimstead by the pond.  PC Clissold to be notified and asked if “Police Slow” signs can be put up as a temporary measure whilst the ducks are on the pond.  Wiltshire Council to be asked if any appropriate signs are available. 
One other item that was raised was the congestion of notice boards.   It was agreed that village events take priority with various business cards, etc. being removed if space was needed. 

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd October 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and signed. 

MATTERS ARISING

74.11	Windwhistle Lane    A site meeting was held on the 5th October and following on from this the “West Grimstead” sign on the A36 has been removed.  It is now hoped that a No Right Turn sign will be erected as our concerns have been discussed with the Safety Team of Balfour Beatty (this company maintains all motorways and trunk roads in the south west) who is planning to investigate what the best possible solution or sign to implement to ease the problem might be and a copy of our concerns have been passed to the Watchman Group who will look into the matter but this will take time.  
	A copy of Crash Map 2005-2010 shows accidents between Whaddon and Wellow and there were four slight accidents near the Windwhistle turning.   

75.11	Limeyard   The planning meeting arranged for the 1st December has been cancelled and has been rescheduled for January 2012.  This application is going to be called in. We need people to attend and support.  An ecology survey is awaited.   Councillor Birchenough has offered to speak.

76.11	Enforcement   Prior to the meeting a draft letter was circulated to councillors regarding our concerns on various matters of enforcement, for example Balmer Lawn House.   Councillors were in agreement with this letter and the clerk was asked to send it to Mr Stephen Hawkins who is in charge of enforcement.

77.11	Grasscutting – Crockford House   Reply received from the owner stating that the mowings from the front of the property are actually mowings from council land and hence the council’s responsibility.    The council has never cut this grass and the Parish Council is asked “Can you please arrange for the council to cut it from now on?”  The owner goes on to say “For the record I would not have put grass into a ditch and all grass cut on our property stays on our property”  No further action. 

78.11	Nightwood    An anonymous letter had been received from a resident complaining about a breach of planning at Nightwood.   Prior to the meeting the clerk had written to the Enforcement Department regarding the various problems and to date no reply has been received.   
79.11	Braemar    A resident of Church Street had contacted the chairman expressing concerns over the parking of four cars at Braemar.   Apparently the owner is going to leave the village and  let the two cottages which each has two parking spaces.  However these spaces have never been marked out and in his opinion it will be very difficult to park four cars. The Enforcement Team has been notified but no reply has yet been received.  On the subject of complaints, it is often very difficult to complain in a small community such as Grimstead.  

80.11	Planning 

S/2011/1708  Little Hawksgrove, Bugmore Lane   - Demolition of kitchen and erection of two storey side extension.   There were no objections.   
S/2009/0288   - Drove Cottages, East Grimstead.   The clerk to check on whether these two cottages should have been pulled down when the two new ones were built behind them.

81.11	RoSPA   The report has been received regarding the recreation ground in West Grimstead.  The present overall risk rating for the play space is Medium.  The chairman to check on the risks. 

82.11	Accounts   The following accounts were passed for payment:

		WALC (subscriptions)				£170.75
		West Grimstead Village Hall (hall hire)		£18.50
		RoSPA (Safety check on playground)		£93.60

83.11	Correspondence   A letter was received regarding our precept for next year.   This to be discussed at the next meeting.  

84.11	Any Other Business
	Pavement, Hedge End, West Grimstead   This is in a poor state of repair.   As Mr Axtell is in the parish on the 23rd to look at other matters, the clerk would ask him for this work to be attended to.   Cars are also parking on the pavement outside this property.   
Football Net   This to be reinstated.
Horsepond    Mr David Lowe to be thanked for cutting back the hedge at the back of the pond.   

85.11	Next Meeting – Tuesday 10th January 2012 at East Grimstead Reading Room.

